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RAY LAMPHERE, WIDOW GUNNESS' FARM HAND.

Ray Luwsphery, under urrevst nt Laporte, Tod . on sospleton of Dasllile o
cermed o the tmrplng of the farmhouse of Mirs Belle Guoness aud the muarder
of the Gunoess chlideen and thelr mother, forwerly wans smploded as 6 Carm
band by the Widow Guonness. [t s glleged that be mne love W her awd was
ropulscd, Mres GQuntiess belng ou the trall of men wit! oney who were mat
rimaoniaily | L) Vengennes nodd Jealimsy nre allegs! ae mottves for buarm-
iug the ! v ntl destroying the family Lamphers stoutly asserts his Inne

L volinres that he ™ahwass thought theme was soanething wrong ot
thot e lug the Guniess Tuer e told the unthoritles that sl t
T fl $ rev | s 1 the furmhbhovses nha wns =919 By M
et & to te n tor for the h 1 of her ndopted daughter, dennle Olsen,

I | | per 1 f Mius 4 st Tuwl .

! tur t vt ght others. Whep
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AUINS OF GUNNESS HOUSc, LAFORTE

f M= Helle (antie A uille Irot L gt Llonl, wns
ta lestrased by fire on the night of Aprt 27 This ¢ ol He discovery
f the nine Pexllos of murder | t [r i i [l B
rime mystery which bhas borrillsd the 1tlon Fhe howse was | 1 of brick,
with a iditton bullt of lnmber, Joseph Muxs the bhired wap, slept In &
roeyl e ths viurleon kitvhien, and ¢ Bnvs 1 | W " last & wk
: stithim] by mmoke whie WS [wWn) g ont T the lirtck p [ of
the ! . e tried o enter that part bt eould oot Rev i bors who
wrrived hrt Iim wWers Iriven ! ! Lok s The o irren] lusmlios of
thirm ] Fosgng the riins wen | s thime of M T
while the by of 8 woman, from which the bead s mdssing, either burnued
off or decapitnted prior to the flre, wins ‘wlleved at ficst to be that of Mrs
i - Subsequnent Aisclosures as 1o the murdsr farm”™ led some to
belleve that Mm Guaness placed the headless triank of a8 murdersd woman
In the house to serve g8 n Biind In efMecting lior own escatwe (Fom 1ustioe

JOSci i wAASUN, WHO WAs ZMPLOYED BY MRS. GUNNESS.

Josepl Maxson, who was employed as man of all work around the house
and furm of Mrs. Helle Gunness near Laporte, lud,, poluted out to the authiord-
tes certaln spots (o the yard of the burned farmbonse where, be sadd, be bad
beeu lustructed by Mrs u‘utﬁwu from time to thine to deposit such rublish
as Wis to be thrown away. The nine bodies of persous supposed to have
been wurdered by Mrs, Guoness wery Jug up at poluts Maxson (ndicated

MRS. BELLE GUNNESS, OF LAPORTE'S MURDER FARM.

Mrs Jwile Gunnesa, the whlow suspoctsd of the murder of the persons
whose Iwlies were dug npfrom the premises of her hurned home s mile from
Laporte, Ind, was a Norweglan woman whoss matden name wns Panlson
| Bl was marrded first to Max Boreusen, who died under suspictous clireum-
stances.  ller second husband, Phillp Guuness, dss) uoder similar eireum-
staocest. [t was reported at first that the body of Mrs. Gunness waa found
with those of her three chiklren In the mins of her honses, The hend of the
charred remalins of the woman found In the rains was missing, which fact
{eansed the authoritles to suspect that Mrs. Gunness herself had killed her
ehtidren and set fire to the dwelllng after placing In the house the deecapl
tutesd hody of one of her adult women vietims in an effort to cause the ballef
that ahe had perished In the fire. Mms Gunness had had an enormous guan-
tity® of gold work done on her teeth The grewsome mystery of the missing
hend, It wana #ald by those who held the theory of the flight of Mrs. Gunness,
wis explalned by the woman's thnt o left her solwtitute’'s head on
the by 1t wounid be evident tha Lot = not o victim of the fire,

| STATE ATiuiiuc. ~UY C. SMITH.
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ANDREW HeLGELEN, ONE OF MRS. GUNNESS' VICTIMS.
Oue of e amabes diginterred trom the premises of Mrs. Belle Gunness,

wear Laporte, lnd, wns ldentified as that of Andrew Helgelein, a wealthy
stowkman of Aberdeen, 8 Dy, forty yeurs of age. He was a Norweglian, a8 was
Mrs, Guuness, who had advertised for n prospective busband with mesos
Helgeleln stirted for Laporte Jan. 3, sinee which date nothing was beand from
him by his relatives, who were aware that he had gone to the Indiana widow's
home with wairimonta! Intentions. It was known also that he had drawn
$3,000 from his Aberdeen Lank acconnt after nrriving at Laporte. The theory
s that Mrs. Guuness killed Helgeleln to get his money.
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MRS. GUNNESS AND HER THREE CHILDREN.

Mrs, Belle Gunness, the Indluna woman who I8 belleved by the police to
have lured to her farm home near Laporte severnl men on matrimonial pre |
tenses and then murdered them for thelr money, s sald to have been quite
fond of her three little children, whose charred bodles were found in the ruins
of the Gunness furmhbouse, along with the headless trunk of a woman, who
was suppeosisd ot first to be the body of thelr mother. The children were
Myrtle Sorensen, aged eleven, and Luey Sorensen, aged nine, daughters of
Mrs, Gunness by her first husband, Max Sorensen, and Phillp Gunness, aged
five, numesake of his father, wha, llke Borensen, 1s sald to have dled under
suspicious clreumstances
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Jid. C. F. MACK, CORONER, TAKING NOTES.
Shortly nfter the discovery of the tirst bodles that had been buried on the
premises of the Widow Guuness uear Laporte, lud, Dr. C. F. Mack, the
coroner. arrived on the scene and was bosy taking notes for official use, The
pione bodles of murdered men and women dug up in the yard near the rulns of
the burned farmbouse passed under Dr, Mack's close serutiny, as did also
those of the three chlldren and the woman found in the rmins. A jury com-
posed of physicians thoroughly examined the charred remalns of the children
and the woman and artived ot the conclusion that they were those of Mrs.
Belle Gunness and her little nnes It wn= 1::!]&»«!-“-“' to determine the sex of
flve of the bodies disinterred, they having been dismembered and also par-
tially di=lotegrated by quicklime., Mr, Mack made coplous notes for reference
in future eMforts to solve the horrible mystery and {(dentify the vietims, most
of whom are hellevidi to have been men who were lured to the place by the
matrimoninl adverttsements of Mrs, Gunness, who described herself as g
rich widow wanting n husband with some money,
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JOHN HELGELEIN, BHOTHER ur JuL oF Tdak VICTIMS.

Suspicion agalnst Mrs, Belle Guntess Wus Ors( aroused Iu lodiwun by the
arrival at Laporte of John Helgelein, a Norweglan [rom Mansteld, 8. D,
who came to (nvestigate the disappearauce of bis brother, Andrew Helgeleln,
af Aberdeen, 8. ). Andrew Helgelein wus known to have answered oue of
Mra Gunness' advertisements for a bhusband with woney. He left Aberdecn

on Jan. 3 to visit Mrs, Gunuess at her home near Laporte. After his arrival
in Laporte he had drawn $3,000 from his bapk in Abendeen. John Heigeleln,

|L-cumlng worrled because nothing further \\..-1-5 heard from his brother, wrote

to Mrs. Gunness, who replied that Andrew had departed for a vistt to Norway,

jJnhn Helgvleln tdentified eme of the first bodles found as that of bis brothes




